
December 

Events 
 

 2nd—Winter Bash 

PTSA 

 

 7th—Parent Lunch 

Buddies—All lunch peri-

ods 

 

 8th—AVID Field Trip 

 

 9th TSA Field Trip 

 

 13th—16th—Nine 

Weeks Exams 

 

 15th—Math/Literacy 

Night 

 

 16th—Drama/Band/

Choir Christmas Presen-

tation (time TBA) 

 

 Dec 19th—

Start of 

Christmas 

News from the Principal’s Office 

 Happy Holidays from all of us at Mabelvale Middle!  The 

holiday season is upon us and Mabelvale students are in the midst 

of daily classwork and Arkansas Benchmark preparation.  Through 

all of the festive events occurring in their lives, young people have 

the difficult task of remaining focused and diligent to their aca-

demic responsibilities.  As parents and educators, we have to be 

especially cognizant of the pressures that our students encounter at 

this time in order to be successful in school and enjoy the holidays 

to their fullest extent.   

 As we prepare to close our first semester, please be mind-

ful of key events and school reminders.  There are several activities 

planned for this week.  In addition, students taking Spanish and 

Algebra I will take exams the week of December 13-16.  

 On December 7, 2011, parents or guardians are invited to 

have lunch with your child on campus. The schedule for each lunch 

has been provided for your convenience:  10:30 for 6th grade, 

11:20 for 7th grade or 12:05 for 8th grade lunch.  You may bring 

lunch for your child or eat lunch provided by our child nutrition 

staff for $2.50. Make plans to attend our  PTSA Family and Liter-

acy Night featuring the hard work and talents of our teachers and 

students Thursday, December 15th from 6—8:00 P.M. 

  

Reminders: IMPORTANT NOTICE: First, please do not drop your 

children off before 8:00 a.m. To maintain your child’s safety, our 

supervisory staff arrives at 8:00 a.m. and we ask that parents adhere 

to this policy. Secondly, the staff of Mabelvale respects your right 

as a parent to purchase attire for your children; however, we must 

require appropriate attire that does not distract from the learning 

environment. We have attached Mabelvale’s dress code for your 

convenience. As always, I wish you the best during this holiday 

season.  

 

In the Mabelvale News... 

Take it to the Bank—Math AND classroom Tips from Mr. Banks!  
take good notes (and pay attention in class). Class time is when much learn-
ing takes place. Pay attention during class, and don't expect to learn everything 
later on your own. As a student moves through middle school and into high 
school, lectures will become more crucial to the grade and in-class participation 
will often count for points. Paying attention in class familiarizes you with the mate-

rial, and taking notes firms it up until further studying solidifies it. Some good 
note-taking strategies are:  

 Using abbreviations or symbols for commonly used words (e.g. 
“mlcl” for molecule, w/ for "with," the Greek letter delta for 

the concept of change).  

 Singling out the most important information for the record (main 

ideas, necessary details).  

 Using clear headers to organize information.  

 Drawing pictures or diagrams rather than expressing "visual con-

cepts" in words.  
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Special points of 

interest: 

 Christmas Holiday 
Break December 

19th—January 3rd 

 End of 2nd Quarter 

on Dec 16th 

 Parent Lunch Bud-
dies!!! December 

7th—BE THERE!!! 
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Christmas, Kwanzaa, Hanukkah 

Three celebrations, one season - So how do they relate? 

Christmas has its origin story in the birth of Jesus, as recorded in the Gospels. But the 

earliest Christians appear not to have treated his birth with the same importance they gave to his death and 

resurrection. After Emporer Constantine made Christianity the official religion of Rome, the faith began to 

spread across Europe. These continental Christians took local winter-solstice rituals and changed them to 

reflect their faith in Christ. Instead of celebrating the arrival of the sun after the longest night of the year, 

these Christians used such Solstice-ritual elements as trees, holly leaves, and Yule logs to celebrate the 

arrival of God's hope to a world in spiritual darkness.  

 

Hanukkah is a secondary Jewish holiday, relatively less important than Passover and Yom Kippur. But 

because it coincides with the weeks before Christmas, it's achieved the status of an alternative to Christmas 

in many 20th-century Jewish households. Origins date back to about 167 B.C. A Jewish army, led by Judah 

the Maccabee, recaptured Jerusalem from the Greeks (who had conquered the city during the reign of 

Alexander the Great, some three centuries before). Judah's men tried to re-consecrate the Jewish temple by 

lighting its menorah (a sacramental lamp). But, as the legend tells it, there was only enough of the special 

ritual oil on the premises to keep the menorah lit for one day. Interestingly enough, when they lit the lamp, 

it stayed lit for eight days--long enough for the Jews to make more oil. Over the years, the miracle of the 

oil became the central focus of Hanukkah celebrations. Families lit one candle on each of nine consecutive 

nights, remembering a different aspect of the holiday and of Jewish tradition. 

Christmas, Kwanza, and Hannukah 

Three celebrations, one season ðSo how do they relate?  

      MABELVALE MIDDLE SCHOOL DRIVE 
 Thanks to the combined effort of many schools, there 

will be another well dug and/or filtration system for countries 

where there is a need for clean water.  Our old shoes will save 

lives.  

  This has been such a combined effort from donations 

of shoes from our Mabelvale families: Mr. Bailey taking care 

of collection while I was out,  the Social Studies teachers who 

had the arduous task of collecting the shoes,  Mrs. Hoytôs art 

class,  Mrs. Williams and her class along  and individual 

students who volunteered to help tie, rubber band, bag and 

count.  

 Mabelvale celebrated an early win this past month. 

Mr. Banks said that if we won he would don a dress and a wig 

for our Pep Rally.  Apparently, he is a man of his word.  I 

wonôt say he was the prettiest person in blue I have ever seen, 

but he was a sight to see! 

Thank you for bringing laughter to the entire rally. We 

should all feel proud of our efforts!  Mabelvale rocks!   

 

Kwanzaa (the name means "first fruits" in Swahili) was started by Dr. 

Maulana Ron Karenga in 1966. As noted by an article on MelaNet, 

Karenga wanted a holiday specifically for African-Americans; a cele-

bration that would not supplant or replace any religious practices, but 

would rather focus on the heritage and strengths of black families--"to 

reinforce the bonds between parents and children, and to teach parents 

and children new views and values that will aid them in self-

consciousness and providing support and defense for our people." Each 

night during the week between Christmas and New Year's, families 

light candles on in-home shrines (decorated, according to Roz Frucht-

man, in the colors of "black for the people, red for their struggle, and 

green for the future"). 
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Q:What is the 

best way to 

communicate 

with a fish? 

 

A: Drop it a 

line. 

 

Q: Why did 

the cow 

become an 

astronaut? 

 

A: So it could 

walk on the 

m-ooooon! 

New 2011 -2012:   Faculty Member, Ms. Jerri B. Piacentini  
 

My first teaching experience was when I was in 8th grade...I 

talked my Social Studies teacher into letting all of us that had A's on 

the last "unit" test to get to teach 1 day of class. I had been bitten by 

the teaching bug!  

I teach Family and Consumer Sciences Investigation at 

MMMS.  It is a basic foundation course and really focuses on life skills.  

I taught at Alma High School.  

I am certified in FACS and have taught many of the specific 

FACS classes, Housing, Leadership & Service Learning, Personal Family 

Finance, and Parenting, as well as the high school foundation FACS 

course, too. I love inspiring and encouraging others.   
My advice - To always be aware of who their friends are & 

what they spend their time doing.  Stay positive!  Real friends want to 

see their friends be the best that they can be in all areas.  Take your 

education seriously!!!  I have loved teaching so very much. Students 

keep me young and keep me smiling.  By being with them every day 

- I find myself wanting to be better and do better.  Teaching is awe-

some !   

JOKES OF 

THE 

MONTH !! 


